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membership of the classes, and of the society;
there were frequent and salutary purgings of
backsliders, of disorderly walkers, of insincere
members ; the precious were sifted from the vile.
Further, "bands" were formed, of chosen folk,
separated according to sex, to stimulate each other
by the recital of their religious experiences, of
their temptations, of their relapses into sin - with
consequences that were not always happy, because
to admit a temptation sometimes seemed to imply
yielding to it, and the result was a scandal.
Tickets for the society, a form of passport, were
issued, signed as often as not by one of the Wesleys,
renewable at stated intervals ; and these, some-
times plain, sometimes adorned with texts, mottoes,
pictures of cherubim blowing trumpets, or what-
ever design seemed at the moment suitably alle-
gorical, served as further checks. No longer need
Wesley cry, " O Discipline ! Where art thou to
be found ? "

The next step was obvious enough - the pro-
vision of buildings, for open-air preaching is not
convenient in all weathers : and besides, since
many parsons refused communion to Methodists,
it was necessary to have somewhere where the
Wesleys could officiate. To-day these buildings
dot the countryside with models of inspired drear-
iness, but comely or not, they marked a definite
stage ; for once a religious society has an organis-
ation of its own - and this was made clearer still
when the first Annual Conference was called in